Who’s Your Father?
I John 3:7-10a

Introduction:

Things to remember when studying I John:
1. The Person Writing –
a. Holy Spirit – first and foremost.

b. The Apostle John
He has apostolic authority 

He is from Jerusalem

He knows these people personally

He also knows their situation.

2.  The Purpose for Writing –
a. It is not to show them how to distinguish between saved and unsaved, i.e. relationship.
b. It is to show them how to distinguish between those who are abiding and not abiding – Example: fellowship – 1:3
“…that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is ﻿﻿with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

3. The Persons Written to:

a. The churches in Asia Minor. 

These may well be the churches mentioned in Revelation 2-3.
b. They are believers: Children, beloved (See 2:12-14)
I believe that there is strong evidence that John wrote the Gospel, Revelation and the Epistles before AD 70 (AD 66/67). Paul had been there as recently as AD 62/63 between his 2 Roman imprisonments.
c. Therefore, the problems of Revelation 2-3 are present in these churches as he wrote this Epistle. 

4.  The Persons Written About - The “Antichrists”

They were teaching false doctrine - namely that Jesus is not Messiah, the Son of God.

They were teaching false practices - namely that God was not concerned about sin. It is OK to sin – it is a part of the Christian life.

So, John makes it very plain that sin is not a necessary part of the Christian life by contrasting the sin and righteousness. In effect he asks the question: Who’s your Father?
Your life will tell not whether you are saved; but in whose realm you are serving.

 ‘Let no one (antichrists) deceive you – πλανάτω - Lead astray or cause to wander.

I. The Possibilities – 3:7-8a

A. Children of God

“Little children” compared to John, age and experience.
The antichrists taught that they could sin and still keep in touch with God. God, Himself, could experience sin, so those who knew God could do so as well.

Rationalizing of sin is as old as sin itself. Look at Adam and Eve.
Revelation 2:14 - The doctrine of Balaam (Numbers 22)
“But I have a few things against you, because you have there those who hold the doctrine of ﻿﻿Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, ﻿﻿to eat things sacrificed to idols, ﻿﻿and to commit sexual immorality. 
Revelation 2:15 - The doctrine of the Nicolitans.

Revelation 2:20 - A prophetess who taught the people to commit sexual immorality and eat meat offered to idols.

No wonder John closes the book with, “Keep yourselves from idols.” 

The guilds (unions) of artisans and craftsmen held gatherings in the pagan temples to their gods. Meat was offered to these gods, immoral behavior with temple prostitutes was the norm. The temptation must have been great for the Christian artisans to participate as the antichrists taught they should.

Remember Acts 19 when Paul was at Ephesus – The crowd shouted for 2 hours, “Great is Dianna of the Ephesians”

But John puts it simply to his little children: 

1. The one who does righteousness is righteous,

a. Righteous Living
“Does” is ποιῶν - not practice but does.


Do you get Righteous. by doing righteousness? NO

       “All of your Righteousness is as filthy rags.”

What John is saying is that only righteous people can do righteous acts, so, the one who does righteousness, is righteous. But, HOW Righteous is he?
b. Righteous Example
Just as Christ is Righteous. How righteous is Jesus? He is perfectly righteous.

When we do righteousness we are righteous, just as He is righteous.

He is NOT talking about our practical righteousness, but our positional righteousness. Perfect righteousness is what we are in Christ. (This will help us to understand v.9)
B.  Children of the Devil
1. Sinful Example
The one who sins is of the Devil.

Notice what he does not say:

1. You are unsaved.


2. You belong to the Devil.
How do I know this?

1. John teaches “Christians do sin” - 1:7-10


2. It is literally “out of the devil” - ἐκ τοῦ διαβόλου ἐστίν
3. All sin has its source in the Devil.

2. The Origin of Sin - 
In Isaiah 14 we find the 7 “I wills” of Lucifer (another name for Satan). He is addressed under the name of the king of Tyre.
Ezekiel 28:13
“You were the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty you were in ﻿﻿Eden, the garden of God; you were perfect in your ways from the day you were created… till ﻿﻿iniquity was found in you”
Then at the creation Satan tempted Adam and Eve. Sin was introduced into God’s perfect creation.

Everything that has happened since then has been designed to bring the creation back to its original perfection - “From the beginning” not in eternity, but creation. The Devil is a creature (Ez. 28:13). So, all sinful acts can be traced back to the originator of sin, the Devil
II.  The Purpose - 3:8b

A. The Manifestation
The Son of God, the Savior was made manifest (visible) at Bethlehem. 
B. The Motivation

Why was He manifested?
“to take away sin” - v. 5.
“to destroy the works of the devil” - v. 8.

To take away the power of the Devil - Hebrews 2:14

“Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He ﻿﻿Himself likewise shared in the same, ﻿﻿that through death He might destroy {render inoperative} him who had the power of ﻿﻿death, that is, the devil.
III.  The Protection - 3:9

A. He does not Sin – Absolutely
1. Should the present tense be used?  – “continue in sin” – NO!
The Greek present tense can give an idea of “he is sinning” but to go beyond that and say, “continue to sin” or “to go on sinning” goes beyond the scope of the present tense.

Other words are needed as in: “διὰ παντὸς”
Luke 24:53

“…and were continually ﻿﻿in the temple ﻿﻿praising and blessing God. ﻿﻿Amen”.

Hebrews 13:15

“﻿﻿Therefore, by Him let us continually offer ﻿﻿the sacrifice of praise to God”.
(See also Mk.5:5; Acts 10:2; 24:16; Rom. 11:10; Heb. 9:6)

“εἰς τὸ διηνεκές”

Hebrews 7:3 
“…but made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually”.

Hebrews10:1
”…which they offer continually year by year…”
We pointed out last week that translation does not work with 1 John 1:7-10.

2.  John is speaking of the inner (regenerate) man that cannot sin. The inward man does not sin because it is born of God.
Romans 7:20, 23

“For I delight in the law of God after the inward man… ﻿but I see a different law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity under the law of sin which is in my members. 

Galatians 2.20 

“﻿I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ living in me: and that life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for me. 

As in 1 John 3:7, the one who does righteousness is righteous as Jesus is righteous. He is referring to our position in Christ.
As a total person, we do sin and can never claim to be free of it, but our “inward self” that is regenerated does not sin.

B. His Seed Remains in Him - σπέρμα
“Seed” refers to what God has imparted to the child of God that makes the regenerate person incapable of sin. Peter referred to the seed as the life-giving Word of God (1 Peter 1:23).
Jesus spoke of the “living water” that shall be in him a fountain of water springing up unto eternal life (John 4:25-26).
“Whatever it is called it obviously is the Divine agency for begetting God’s children which not only brings us into being but also remains and keeps His children.” … Colin Brown

C. He Cannot Sin - He Is Born of God

Sin is an impossibility in this work of God.

What is ours today in our inner man will one day be ours in our entire being when this body has also been redeemed (Romans 8:23).
Not only that, but we also who have ﻿﻿the first fruits of the Spirit, ﻿﻿even we ourselves groan ﻿﻿within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the ﻿﻿redemption of our body.
IV. The Publication - 10a “Manifestation”
A. The Content of the Publication

The revelation of and distinguishing between the children of God and the children of the devil
B.  The Source of the Publication

Where do we find that information?

“In this” ἐν τούτῳ 
Grammatically “in this” could point either forward to what follows or backward to what precedes.

The word “manifest” links with the previous section 2:29 to 3:9 where manifestation is the overriding theme.

The word appears once in 2:28 and then four times from 2:29-3:9

1. The Children of God

When the child of God does righteous acts he is manifest as a child of God.

If he does not do righteous acts then his regenerate inward man remains hidden.
This is in no way to be taken as some kind of test for salvation. John’s one and only test for salvation is faith. 

2. Children of the Devil.
These also are not necessarily unsaved.
The term designates a person who is an opponent of the truth of God, just as the devil is – a child of the devil.

A regenerate or an unregenerate person could do this. In one case he is an un-regenerated  child of the devil, in the other he is a regenerated child of the devil.
Question: Could a regenerate person ever be called a child of the devil?

Jesus called Peter, “Satan” in Matthew 16:23
“Get behind me Satan.”

Why? He was doing the work of Satan in trying to keep Jesus from the cross.

Conclusion:
